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Contributors

Dr Abhijit Das is currently Associate Professor in Economics at Vijaygarh Jyotish Ray College, Kolkata. He
completed his M.Phil. and Ph.D. from Jadavpur University. He has been researching extensively over the past
one and half decade in various villages of rural West Bengal to understand the social, economic and political
issues that drive lack of access to safe drinking water. His field research has been primarily funded by the
University Grants Commission of Government of India. More than 30 research articles as well as book
chapters, have been published by him in different national and international journals. He also presented his
research findings on arsenic problems in West Bengal in different international and national seminars and
conferences.

Anindita Chatterjee is currently pursuing her Master’s degree in Political Science at St. Xavier’s College
(Autonomous), Kolkata. With a keen interest in the feminist school of thought, her research focuses on
exploring intersectionality in the context of third-world countries, employing critical and interdisciplinary
research methodologies.

Ayona De Dhara is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Film Studies at Jadavpur University. She holds a
Bachelor’s degree in History from Loreto College, Kolkata. Her research interests span colonial and political
history of India, with a particular focus on film history including global New Wave movements and realist
resurgences in cinema.

Banshikha Neog is a third-year undergraduate student in the Department of Political Science at Loreto
College, Kolkata. With a strong inclination towards research, she is keen to explore the nuances of Indian polity
and governance. Her academic interests also extend to studying the dynamics of political systems both within
India and in the global context.

Debjani Biswas is a student at St Xavier's College, Kolkata, pursuing a Masters degree in History. She
graduated from Loreto College, Kolkata with History Honours. Her area of research interest is modern Indian
history and women'’s studies.

Dr. Krishnokoli Hazra is an Assistant Professor and the Head of the Department of History at Loreto College,
Kolkata. She has completed her graduation and post-graduation from Jadavpur University, Kolkata; followed
by a Ph.D. from the University of Calcutta. Her area of interest is History of Modern India, particularly History
of Colonial Bengal. She has published in several reputed journals including Archiv Orientalni and Bengal Past
and Present and has contributed chapters to edited volumes.

Meghna Bhattacharya is currently pursuing her Master's in Political Science at St. Xavier's College
(Autonomous), Kolkata, after completing her undergraduate studies at Loreto College. She has a growing
interest in human rights, particularly in feminist methodology and global politics and has participated in
various paper presentations, workshops and seminars under bodies like G20 India, Observer Research
Foundation and the US Consulate. Her work delves into themes of intersectionality, policymaking and
advocacy within the framework of contemporary political discourse.

Md Fakhruddin Ansari is currently pursuing a Master of Science degree in Agriculture and Rural
Development from Integrated Rural Development and Management Faculty Centre, Ramakrishna Mission
Vivekananda Educational and Research Institute, Kolkata. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in
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Agriculture from Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal Central University, Uttarakhand. He has a growing
interest in rural development and social research. His academic journey reflects a commitment towards
understanding and addressing the challenges of sustainable agriculture and environmental protection. He has
earned recognition at various state-level competitions. Fluent in five languages and deeply interested in travel,
sports, and cross-cultural experiences, Fakhruddin combines intellectual curiosity with a drive to contribute
meaningfully to rural upliftment and evidence-based policy research.

Mukesh Yadav is currently enrolled in a Master of Science program in Agriculture and Rural Development at
Integrated Rural Development and Management Faculty Centre, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda
Educational and Research Institute, Kolkata. He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Sericulture, through which
he has a strong foundation in sustainable agricultural practices and rural development initiatives. Mukesh has
a passion for sports, and has represented his district cricket team, reflecting his commitment, teamwork, and
discipline. A unique combination of academics and avid interest in co-curricular activities such as sports helps
him make meaningful scholarly contributions.

Dr. Nandini Banerjee (Ph.D. in Education) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Education, Kazi
Nazrul University, Burdwan. She has authored three books, contributed to twenty three chapters in edited
books and has several publications in reputed journals. She has presented papers in national and
international seminars and conferences. She is a research guide to scholars. Dr. Banerjee has three copyrights
and a patent to her credit from Government of India.

Neha Nandi is a first-year postgraduate student at Presidency University, Kolkata, with a keen interest in
international relations and grassroots development. She has actively participated in paper presentation events
and youth parliament sessions, showcasing her engagement with both academic and civic discourse. Driven
by a commitment to social change, she aspires to be a catalyst for meaningful transformation in society.

Dr. Nikhil Kumar Mandal currently serves as an Associate Professor in the Department of Economics at
Chakdaha College in Nadia, West Bengal, India. He has also served Kurseong College in Darjeeling, Visva-
Bharati University, Bolpur College and Kandi Raj College in Murshidabad. He was a Project Fellow for a UGC
Major Research Project in the Department of Economics and Politics at Visva-Bharati University. He published
his first book, “Agrarian Transformation, Peasant Differentiation, and Rural Credit: West Bengal in the New
Millennium” in 2012 and his second book is published in 2024, entitled “Microfinance and Financial Inclusion:
Empowering women and Alleviating Poverty in India”. Additionally, he has published numerous research
papers and has presented papers at national and international conferences. He has delivered special lectures
at various institutions in West Bengal and served as a reviewer for both national and international journals.

Paramita Majumder (Sengupta) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy, Gurudas College,
Phoolbagan, Kolkata. She has completed her Post Graduation and M.Phil from Calcutta University and
Jadavpur University respectively. Her field of interest is Contemporary Indian thought, Logic, Socialistic
views and Navya Nyaya.

Sambhavi Ghoshal is a third-year undergraduate student from the Department of Political Science of Loreto
College, Kolkata. Her primary area of research interest lies in comparative democratic analysis, with a focus
on understanding the structures, functions, and evolving dynamics of democratic systems across different
political contexts.
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Sayoni Choudhuri Patra is an Assistant Professor and the Head of the Department of Political Science at
Loreto College, Kolkata, where she has been serving since 2008. A National Merit rank holder, she completed
her graduation from Presidency College (now Presidency University), followed by her post-graduation and
M. Phil in Political Science from the University of Calcutta. Her area of specialization includes Contemporary
Indian Politics and Indian Foreign Policy. She has published extensively in reputed journals such as Social
Action, The Indian Journal of Political Science, and the Indian Foreign Policy Journal, among others. She is
also the editor of the book Indian Oceans: Geopolitical and Geostrategic Dimensions (2014). Prof. Choudhuri
Patra has presented papers at several national and international seminars across India. Her most recent
publication is titled Analyzing Public Opinion, featured in the book An Anthology of Socio-Political Issues:
Some Insights on Critical Thinking, edited by Ritobrata Roy and Ashis Nandi (Atlantic Publishers).

Dr. Shyamsundar Bairagya, M.A. (in Economics, Education and Environmental Studies), PGDCSA, B.Ed. and
Ph.D. in Education from Kalyani University, Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal. He Stood First Class First in
Economics in M.A. Examination of the University of Visva - Bharati. He discharged the service as Head and
Professor in Education of the University of Gour Banga, Malda, and West Bengal. He was assigned the position
of Registrar (A/C) and Officiating Vice Chancellor of the University of Gour Banga, Malda, West Bengal.
Currently he is in the position of Vice Principal and Associate Professor, Department of Education, Vinaya
Bhavana, Visva Bharati. The Author Supervised 16 Ph.D. scholars and Attended 50 seminars in National and
International level and published 70 papers in reputed journals. His thrust areas of teaching are Research
Methodology, Educational Technology, Economics of Education and Environmental Education.

Sreya Ghosh is a Ph.D. scholar at the Department of Education, Kazi Nazrul University, Burdwan. She has
contributed to six chapters in edited books, three papers in reputed journals and has presented several
papers in national seminars and international webinars.

Dr. Usashi Kundu (De) is Assistant Professor in the Department of Education, Diamond Harbour Women's
University She has served as Head and Assistant Professor in Department of Education, Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanobis Mahavidyalaya. She has 16 years of teaching and research experience and has written a good
number of research papers in UGC CARE listed national and international journals. Her thrust areas of
research are Educational Psychology, Mathematics Education, and Teacher Education.
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